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2 0 2 6  E D I T I O N

DOING BUSINESS IN UAE

Simplified for You
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1971

Federation established

1985

1999

Internet City launched

2010

2021

Mars probe mission achieved

2026

50 Years from Sand to Space

First free zone created World's tallest tower completed World's #1 wealth destination
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The UAE Edge

• Future-ready regulation: proactive legal frameworks that anticipate global trends and technology shifts.

• Tax efficiency: 0% personal income and capital gains tax, plus one of the world's broadest double-taxation treaty networks.

• Wealth migration: the world's leading destination for relocating high-net-worth individuals and family offices.

• Resilient growth: markets, currency and capital flows that stay orderly through regional volatility.

• Global gateway: a strategic position connecting East and West with world-class logistics.
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S E C T I O N  A

Business & Tax Advantages
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B U S I N E S S  &  T A X  A D V A N T A G E S

Top-10 in Ease of Doing Business

East-West crossroads

• Strategic position with two-thirds of the global population within an 8-

hour flight.

• Connects 240+ cities via 5 international airports, linking Europe, Asia 

and Africa across an expanding free-trade and CEPA network.

Dirham pegged to the US dollar

• Financial stability through a fixed 3.6725 AED:USD rate, unchanged 

since 1997.

• Zero currency volatility, a core reason global firms continue to re-

domicile to the UAE.

Source: World Bank Doing Business (UAE #16; top-10 among high-income economies).
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B U S I N E S S  &  T A X  A D V A N T A G E S

Regional Shocks Absorbed, Capital Kept Flowing

$48.3bn
Record FDI Inflows (2025)

Fourth consecutive record year; 9th globally, 

2nd for greenfield projects

+5.6%
Real GDP Growth (2025)

Non-oil sectors now around three-quarters of 

the economy

3.6725
AED:USD Peg Held

Unchanged since 1997, through every market 

cycle

Through successive bouts of regional volatility, UAE markets, currency and capital flows stayed orderly, while non-oil trade reached AED 1.73 trillion (USD 470.3 billion) in H1 2025. 
Sources: UNCTAD World Investment Report 2026; Central Bank of the UAE 
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B U S I N E S S  &  T A X  A D V A N T A G E S

0% Personal Income & Capital-Gains Tax

0%
Personal Income Tax

0%
Capital Gains Tax

9%
Headline Corporate Tax

On profits above AED 375,000

A 15% Domestic Minimum Top-up Tax applies only to large multinationals (see next slide). The 0%/9% structure is unchanged for the vast majority of businesses.
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B U S I N E S S  &  T A X  A D V A N T A G E S

Corporate Tax: A Three-Tier Landscape

0%
Small profits & free zones

• 0% on taxable profits up to AED 375,000.

• 0% on qualifying income of a Qualifying 

Free Zone Person meeting substance and 

other conditions.

9%
Standard rate

• 9% on taxable profits above AED 375,000.

• Applies from financial years starting on or 

after 1 June 2023.

15%
Large multinationals

• 15% Domestic Minimum Top-up Tax from 1 

January 2025.

• Only for MNE groups with EUR 750m+ 

global revenue, aligning with OECD Pillar 

Two.

The UAE DMTT holds OECD Transitional Qualified Status.  Sources: UAE Ministry of Finance; Cabinet Decision No. 142 of 2024.
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B U S I N E S S  &  T A X  A D V A N T A G E S

SME Relief Regime

Revenue threshold

• Small Business Relief for businesses with 

revenue at or below AED 3 million per tax 

period.

Light compliance

• Simplified regulatory and record-keeping 

requirements while relief is elected.

Reduced burden

• Treated as having no taxable income for the 

period, easing administrative overhead for 

SMEs.

Source: UAE Federal Tax Authority, Small Business Relief (Ministerial Decision No. 73 of 2023; extended through Ministerial Decision No. 131 of 2026 to tax periods ending on or before 31 December 

2029).
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B U S I N E S S  &  T A X  A D V A N T A G E S

100% Foreign Ownership
No local partner required across most commercial and industrial activities.
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B U S I N E S S  &  T A X  A D V A N T A G E S

200+ Double-Tax Treaties

Worldwide dividends

• Zero withholding on UAE-source dividends, 

with preferential 5-10% rates when 

repatriating to treaty countries.

Royalties

• IP payments benefit from reduced 

withholding of 0-10% across key Asian and 

European markets.

Interest income

• Banking and investment returns protected 

with preferential treatment across GCC, 

MENA and emerging markets.

The UAE treaty network covers around 90% of G20 economies, enabling tax-efficient cross-border flows.  Source: mof.gov.ae/double-taxation-agreements.
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B U S I N E S S  &  T A X  A D V A N T A G E S

45+ Special Free Zones

0% customs duty

• Tax-free trade with full profit repatriation, no 

currency restrictions, and long-dated tax 

guarantees.

Sector-specific ecosystems

• Specialised zones for technology, finance, 

healthcare and media, each with tailored 

regulation.

Digital one-stop platforms

• Rapid licence issuance through unified 

digital portals, with virtual incorporation 

available.
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S E C T I O N  B

Business Formation & Entrepreneurship
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B U S I N E S S  F O R M AT I O N  &  E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P

Setup Mix: 55% Free Zone | 30% Mainland | 15% Offshore

Free Zones (55%) lead with tax benefits and full foreign ownership, 

ideal for export-oriented businesses.

Mainland (30%) provides unrestricted access to the UAE domestic 

market and government contracts.

Offshore (15%) serves as international holding vehicles with 

enhanced privacy and simplified compliance.
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B U S I N E S S  F O R M AT I O N  &  E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P

Business in Mainland

1
Primary focus

• Built for business operations within the UAE 

domestic market.

2
Key jurisdictions

• Dubai Economy & Tourism (Dubai) and Abu 

Dhabi DED (Abu Dhabi).

3
Market access

• Unrestricted ability to trade throughout the 

UAE and internationally.

No minimum capital requirement, no cap on visas (subject to office size), and up to 100% profit repatriation.
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B U S I N E S S  F O R M AT I O N  &  E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P

100% Ownership Across 1,062 Licences

562
Commercial segments

500
Manufacturing segments

1,062
Total activities eligible

Enabled by the revised Article 10 of the Commercial Companies Law. Source: Gulf News; Dubai Economy.
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B U S I N E S S  F O R M AT I O N  &  E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P

Business in Free Zone

1
100% ownership

• Complete control of your 

business.

2
Numerous options

• More than 40 free zones, 

including specialised zones for 

different sectors.

3
0% customs duty

• Significant cost savings on 

trade.

4
Independent laws

• Business-friendly regulatory 

frameworks.
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B U S I N E S S  F O R M AT I O N  &  E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P

Business in Free Zone

1  100% Foreign Ownership

Full control over capital, governance and exit 

decisions, with no local partner.

2  Complete Profit Repatriation

Unlimited transfer of dividends and exit proceeds 

overseas.

3  Preferential Taxation

0% personal income tax; qualifying businesses 

maintain 0% corporate tax.

4  Customs Duty Exemptions

Duty-free imports for storage, assembly or re-

export within zones.

5  Streamlined Setup

Fast incorporation through online portals and 

concierge services.

6  Premium Infrastructure

Grade-A facilities with industry clusters and 

established supply chains.

Free zones also offer flexible visas, currency stability, independent legal frameworks, and, in some jurisdictions, dual-licensing pathways into the mainland.
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B U S I N E S S  F O R M AT I O N  &  E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P

Sectoral List of Free Zones

Sector Free Zones

Media & Entertainment Dubai Media City; Dubai Production City; twofour54 (Abu Dhabi); Sharjah Media City (Shams)

Financial Services Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC); Abu Dhabi Global Market (ADGM)

ICT Dubai Internet City; Dubai Silicon Oasis; SRTIP (Sharjah); Dubai Outsource City

Healthcare & Life Sciences Dubai Healthcare City; Dubai Science Park

Logistics & Trade JAFZA; Dubai South; Dubai Airport Free Zone; Khalifa Port Free Trade Zone; Hamriyah Free Zone

Manufacturing & Industrial Dubai Industrial City; KEZAD (Abu Dhabi); RAKEZ (Ras Al Khaimah)

Commodities & Metals Dubai Multi Commodities Centre (DMCC); Dubai Gold & Diamond Park

Research & Innovation Sharjah Research, Technology & Innovation Park (SRTIP); Masdar City Free Zone

General Multi-Sector FZA; RAKEZ; Ajman Free Zone; Umm Al Quwain Free Trade Zone
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B U S I N E S S  F O R M AT I O N  &  E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P

Industrial Free Zones in Dubai

1
Dubai Investments Park

• Three distinct zones within a well-planned, 

integrated master community development.

2
Dubai Industrial City

• An industrial cluster designed for light and 

medium industries.

3
National Industries Park

• A 21 million sq m technology park between 

a world-class seaport and international 

airport.
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B U S I N E S S  F O R M AT I O N  &  E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P

Khalifa Economic Zone, Abu Dhabi (KEZAD)

1
Strategic location

• Adjacent to the world-class Khalifa Port.

2
Massive scale

• Phase I spans 51 sq km.

3
Development oriented

• 417 sq km dedicated to enriching economic 

activity, the largest industrial zone in the 

UAE.
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B U S I N E S S  F O R M AT I O N  &  E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P

Mainland vs Free Zone

Comparison Point Mainland Company Free Zone Company

Ownership 100% foreign (most activities) 100% foreign ownership

Business scope Anywhere in the UAE and globally Within the free zone or globally

Local UAE trade Direct trade allowed Indirect, via a local distributor

Government projects Can bid for contracts Not eligible

Corporate tax 9% above AED 375,000 0% if qualifying as a QFZP, otherwise 9%

Setup time Slightly longer Faster and streamlined

Setup cost Higher (DED plus office lease) Lower overall

Audit Mandatory in most emirates Varies by free zone

Compliance More inspections and filings Simplified in most zones
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B U S I N E S S  F O R M AT I O N  &  E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P

220,000+ New Companies (2025)
Record formation momentum. More than 220,000 new companies registered nationwide from January to November 

2025, extending a multi-year run of record business creation and licence issuance across mainland and free zones.

Sources: UAE Ministry of Economy; Dubai Chamber of Commerce; Dubai Statistics Centre.
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B U S I N E S S  F O R M AT I O N  &  E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P

Technology Leads New Firm Formation

Cloud computing

• Around 42% of tech registrations, primarily 

SaaS platforms.

Artificial intelligence

• A 31% share, concentrated in machine 

learning and data analytics.

E-commerce

• A 27% share, dominated by cross-border 

retail platforms.

Dubai Internet City and Hub71 anchor the ecosystem, drawing a large share of new tech firms through specialised licences and accelerators.
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B U S I N E S S  F O R M AT I O N  &  E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P

Women Founders, +42% Year on Year

6,000
New Women-Owned Firms

Focused on tech, e-commerce and 

professional services

42%
YoY Growth

Outpacing overall business formation

$85M
Dedicated Funding

Via the She Leads programme and UAE 

Entrepreneurship Fund

Government grants and women-focused incubators have accelerated female entrepreneurship, with a strong tilt toward fintech and sustainable tech.
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S E C T I O N  C

Family Offices & Private Wealth
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F A M I L Y  O F F I C E S  &  P R I V AT E  W E A L T H

USD 1.2 Trillion in Family Wealth (DIFC)

$1.2T
Private Family Wealth

Managed globally by the top 120 DIFC 

families

$700bn+
Wealth & Asset Mgmt AUM

Up 58% year on year at DIFC

500+
Wealth & Asset Managers

Based in the Centre, including 102 hedge 

funds

Dubai's family businesses drive around 60% of GDP. Families increasingly co-invest through DIFC's frameworks.  Source: DIFC 2025 annual results.
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F A M I L Y  O F F I C E S  &  P R I V AT E  W E A L T H

1,115 DIFC Foundations (+66% YoY)

1,115
Foundations at DIFC

Up 66% year on year; modern trusts for 

legacy, philanthropy and Sharia-compliant 

planning

1,289
Family-Related Entities

Up 61% year on year

13,353
ADGM Active Licences

Up 30% in active licences, with assets under 
management up 57%

Families are choosing DIFC and ADGM over traditional offshore jurisdictions for succession, governance and asset protection. Sources: DIFC 2025 results; ADGM.
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F A M I L Y  O F F I C E S  &  P R I V AT E  W E A L T H

+9,800 Millionaire Inflows (2025): World's #1

+9,800
Net HNWI Inflow

A record, up from 6,700 in 2024; #1 globally, 

ahead of the US

$63bn
Investable Wealth Arriving

Carried by relocating millionaires in 2025

0%
Income & Capital Gains Tax

Cited as the primary relocation driver

Demand is broad, led by the UK, India, Russia, Southeast Asia and Africa. Henley's 2026 read frames continued interest as diversification, not exodus.  Source: Henley Private Wealth 

Migration Report 2025 / 2026.
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F A M I L Y  O F F I C E S  &  P R I V AT E  W E A L T H

USD 3 Trillion of Wealth within a 1-Hour Flight

$3tn
Active Regional Capital

8,200+ UHNWIs and 120+ sovereign and 

institutional investors across the GCC

60 min
Flight Radius

Riyadh, Doha, Kuwait, Bahrain and Saudi 

economic corridors

$42m
Average Deal Size

73% in private equity, real estate and venture 

capital

Around 68% of regional capital seeks co-investment through UAE financial institutions. Figure excludes central-bank reserves and pension funds.  Source: Statista; publicly reported SWF 

AUM.
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F A M I L Y  O F F I C E S  &  P R I V AT E  W E A L T H

Regional Capital Pools & Flight Times

Capital pool Fund / investor block Public AUM (USD bn) DXB route Block time

Abu Dhabi ADIA 1,187 DXB - AUH 35-45 min

Abu Dhabi Mubadala 330 DXB - AUH 35-45 min

Abu Dhabi ADQ 225 DXB - AUH 35-45 min

Riyadh Public Investment Fund 925 DXB - Riyadh 1h45-2h00

Doha Qatar Investment Authority 524 DXB - Doha 1h05-1h15

Kuwait City Kuwait Investment Authority 1,029 DXB - Kuwait 1h50-2h00

Muscat Oman Investment Authority 46 DXB - Muscat 1h05

Manama Mumtalakat (Bahrain) 18 DXB - Manama 1h15

Aggregates latest publicly reported AUM for GCC sovereign-wealth funds plus Muscat and Bahrain strategic holdings. Excludes central-bank FX reserves and pension funds.
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S E C T I O N  D

Innovation, Industry & Investment
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I N N O V AT I O N ,  I N D U S T R Y  &  I N V E S T M E N T

Dubai Industrial Strategy 2030

AED 18B
GDP Increase

Industrial-sector growth

27,000+
Jobs Created

Specialised positions

AED 16B
Export Growth

Increased trade value

A government roadmap to transition Dubai into a knowledge-based, innovation-driven manufacturing hub across six priority sectors.
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I N N O V AT I O N ,  I N D U S T R Y  &  I N V E S T M E N T

National Industrial Licensing

Federal framework

• Administered by the Ministry of Industry & 

Advanced Technology for all factory, 

manufacturing and assembly activity.

Digital process

• End-to-end application via the MoIAT portal, 

covering registration, inspection and fee 

payment.

Key benefits

• Customs-duty exemptions on machinery, 

equipment, raw materials and packaging.

Source: MoIAT.
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I N N O V AT I O N ,  I N D U S T R Y  &  I N V E S T M E N T

800+ AI Start-ups: A Thriving Ecosystem

1
G42

• Secured USD 1.5bn from Microsoft for AI 

initiatives, among the largest AI funding 

rounds in the MENAPT region.

2
Property Finder

• Raised USD 90m, underscoring the growing 

proptech and classifieds sector.

3
Telegram

• Raised more than USD 200m through debt 

financing for its platform.

AI company numbers in Abu Dhabi grew at a 67% CAGR (2021-2023). Key sectors: fintech (38%), healthcare (27%), enterprise (22%).
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I N N O V AT I O N ,  I N D U S T R Y  &  I N V E S T M E N T

R&D Tax Credit & Innovation Incentives

R&D tax credit (from 2026)

• Tiered 15% / 35% / 50% credit on qualifying 

R&D spend, up to AED 5m.

• Offsets corporate tax and top-up tax; pre-

approval via the Emirates R&D Council.

High-value employment

• A refundable credit on eligible salary costs 

for senior, high-value roles.

• Effective from 18 March 2026.

Sector programmes

• Biotech: ADIO Innovation Programme and 

DuBiotech incentives.

• Quantum and green hydrogen: dedicated 

permits, ownership and tax reliefs (e.g. 

Masdar City).

The R&D regime is set by Cabinet Decision No. 215 of 2025.  Sources: UAE Ministry of Finance; abudhabi.gov.ae.
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I N N O V AT I O N ,  I N D U S T R Y  &  I N V E S T M E N T

Investment Options within the UAE

Real Estate Listed Companies (DFM/ADX) National & Savings Bonds

US Stock Markets Gold Startup Angel Investing

Crypto (regulated) REITs & Funds Cross-border Remittance
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I N N O V AT I O N ,  I N D U S T R Y  &  I N V E S T M E N T

Bonds & Savings Accounts

National Bonds

A Sharia-compliant savings platform

4% - 5%
Indicative annual profit rate
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I N N O V AT I O N ,  I N D U S T R Y  &  I N V E S T M E N T

Stock Markets in the UAE

Abu Dhabi (ADX)

• Market capitalisation of around USD 850bn, 

anchored by large-cap industrials and 

banks.

Dubai (DFM)

• Trading activity increased 40.4% in H1 2026, 
according to DFM, fully recovering after 

periods of regional volatility.

Nasdaq Dubai

• An international venue for equities, sukuk, 

bonds and REITs within DIFC.

UAE bourses draw the Gulf's highest foreign-investor participation, which supports deep liquidity through market cycles.  Sources: DFM; ADX.
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S E C T I O N  E

Tax & Compliance Requirements
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T A X  &  C O M P L I A N C E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

VAT & Excise in the UAE

VAT

• Introduced in 2018 at a uniform 5% rate.

• Registration threshold of AED 375,000 in taxable supplies.

• 0% VAT on qualifying exports; input VAT recoverable.

Excise

• 50% on carbonated drinks and products with added sugar.

• 100% on tobacco products and energy drinks.

• 100% on electronic smoking devices and related liquids.
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T A X  &  C O M P L I A N C E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

E-Invoicing: The Next Compliance Milestone

What it is

• A structured, machine-readable e-invoicing 

framework under the FTA's digital tax 

administration model.

Timeline

• Pilot begins 1 July 2026; mandatory 
implementation starts 1 January 2027 in phases.

What to prepare

• Accredited service-provider integration, 

master-data readiness and updated finance 

systems.

Early ERP and data-readiness work materially reduces onboarding risk.  Source: UAE Ministry of Finance; Federal Tax Authority.
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T A X  &  C O M P L I A N C E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

Ultimate Beneficial Owner (UBO)

Definition

• Any person owning 25%+ of shares, 

controlling 25%+ of voting rights, or 

exercising ultimate control.

Corporate entities

• All companies on the UAE Trade Register 

must disclose beneficial ownership, with 

limited exemptions.

Foreign companies

• Expected to observe equivalent 

transparency where they have a significant 

UAE presence.

Source: UAE Cabinet Resolution No. 109 of 2023; UAE Legislation Platform. 
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T A X  &  C O M P L I A N C E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

Anti-Money Laundering (AML)

Money laundering is defined as financial transactions aimed at concealing the source of illegally obtained funds through the financial 
system. Applicable to Designated Non-Financial Businesses and Professions (DNFBPs), including:

• Trust & Company Service Providers

• Dealers in Precious Metals & Stones

• Real Estate Agents & Brokers

• Lawyers, Notaries and Legal Professionals

Key compliance: goAML registration, AML policies, a Compliance Officer, risk assessment, customer onboarding, transaction monitoring, record keeping, employee training and independent review.
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T A X  &  C O M P L I A N C E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

Corporate Tax: How the Framework Evolved

Apr 2022

Public consultation document

Jun 2023

UAE CT Law applicable (9%)

Nov 2023

Free zone clarifications reissued

Jan 2025

15% DMTT effective for large MNEs

2026

R&D tax credit & e-invoicing (Phase 1)

From a 60-page law in 2022 to a comprehensive framework of guides, ministerial and cabinet decisions, and FTA clarifications.
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T A X  &  C O M P L I A N C E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

The UAE in a Global Context

Headline / standard corporate rates for comparison; effective rates vary by regime and incentives.
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T A X  &  C O M P L I A N C E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

Jurisdictions Still at 0% Corporate Tax

The UAE introduced a 9% corporate tax in 2023 while remaining among the world's most competitive regimes. A small set of jurisdictions 

retain a 0% headline rate:

• Anguilla, Bahamas, Bermuda (British Overseas Territories and Caribbean)

• Cayman Islands, Turks and Caicos (British Overseas Territories)
• Guernsey, Jersey (Channel Islands) and the Isle of Man

• Vanuatu (Oceania)

Unlike pure 0% havens, the UAE pairs a low-rate, treaty-backed regime with genuine substance and market access.
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S E C T I O N  F

Residency, Visas & Human Capital
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R E S I D E N C Y ,  V I S A S  &  H U M A N  C A P I T A L

The Golden Visa

Long-term residency

• Renewable 10-year residency, 

offering a stable base and 

global mobility.

Sponsor-free

• No reliance on continued 

employment or a local partner.

Extended travel

• Freedom to reside outside the 

UAE beyond the usual six-

month limit.

Family benefits

• Sponsor spouse, children and 

parents, plus domestic staff.

Issued at scale, with fast processing. Applicants span European, South Asian and East/Southeast Asian markets.
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R E S I D E N C Y ,  V I S A S  &  H U M A N  C A P I T A L

Routes to a Golden Visa

Property-based

• Own UAE property worth AED 2m or more.

• Mortgaged property qualifies with a bank 

letter confirming AED 2m paid.

• Authority fees around AED 10,685.

Salary-based

• Occupational level 1 or 2 with a valid UAE 

contract.

• Bachelor's degree and a minimum salary of 

AED 30,000 per month.

• Authority fees around AED 7,685.

Nomination-based

• Provide the required information to receive a 

nomination.

• On approval, finalise with the Federal 

Authority for Identity, Citizenship, Customs 

and Port Security (ICP).
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R E S I D E N C Y ,  V I S A S  &  H U M A N  C A P I T A L

Other Residency Pathways

Freelance Visa

• Cost roughly AED 10,000 to 25,000 

depending on the 1-5 year term.

• Move anywhere in the UAE, open a bank 

account and sponsor family.

Investor / Green Visa

• Invest around AED 750,000 in property or a 

business.

• Up to a 2-year renewable residence permit.

Retirement Visa

• Age 55+ with monthly income of AED 

20,000, or property worth AED 1m.

• A renewable long-term residence route.
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S E C T I O N  G

The Art of Structuring for HNIs & UHNIs
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T H E  A R T  O F  S T R U C T U R I N G  F O R  H N I S  &  U H N I S

Alternative I: Investment Funds & REITs

The structure

• Investors pool capital into a fund or REIT, 

managed for a fee, which invests in 

securities or real estate.

Fund-level treatment

• Income can be exempt in the hands of a 

qualifying investment fund, subject to 

conditions.

QFZP benefit

• A managing entity can access the 0% 

Qualifying Free Zone Person rate where 

conditions are met.

Dividends received from UAE companies are generally not taxable, supporting efficient pooling structures.
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T H E  A R T  O F  S T R U C T U R I N G  F O R  H N I S  &  U H N I S

Conditions to Access the Fund / REIT Exemption

General conditions

• Regulatory oversight by a competent UAE or recognised foreign authority.

• Interests traded on a recognised exchange or marketed sufficiently widely.

• The fund's main purpose is not to avoid corporate tax.

Fund-specific

• Primarily investment-business activities.

• Ownership diversity: no single investor and related parties above 30% 

(fewer than 10 investors) or 50% (10+).

• Managed by an investment manager with 3+ professionals.

• Investors do not control day-to-day management.

REIT-specific

• Real estate assets (excluding land) above AED 100m under 

management.

• At least 20% of share capital floated, or wholly owned by 2+ institutional 

investors.

• An average real estate asset percentage of at least 70%.
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T H E  A R T  O F  S T R U C T U R I N G  F O R  H N I S  &  U H N I S

Alternative II: Single & Multi Family Offices

Legal status

• A standard free-zone LLC with a specific 

family-office licence.

Allowed activities

• Wealth, asset and legal-affairs management 

for one family, plus administrative and 

concierge services.

Suitable jurisdictions

• DIFC and ADGM are most suitable from a 

corporate-tax perspective.

Under Ministerial Decision 265/2023, wealth and investment management by a QFZP in a regulated free zone can qualify for the 0% rate. As DIFC and ADGM are under competent-authority 

oversight, family offices there can access the beneficial 0% corporate tax.
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Why the UAE, Now

• The world's #1 destination for millionaire migration, with record inflows in 2025.

• A resilient economy: record FDI, ~5.6% growth, and a dollar peg that held through every cycle.

• A competitive, OECD-aligned tax regime, still 0%/9% for most businesses.

• Deep wealth infrastructure at DIFC and ADGM for family offices, foundations and funds.

• A clear, well-supported pathway from company formation to residency and structuring.



Providing Comprehensive Financial Services

Corporate Tax  |  Corporate Finance  |  Wealth | Audit & Accounting  |  Tax & Compliance

Risk & Assurance  |  Debt & Equity Advisory  |  Investment Advisory

Valuations & Due Diligence  |  Company Formations  |  Banking & PRO Services

Technology  |  HR & Recruitment  |  ERP

Abu Dhabi | Dubai | ADGM | DIFC | DMCC

info@mics.ae | www.mics.ae

+971 50 255 9931 | +971 58 578 9015
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